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Re:
I

Dear Ms. Searcy:

'In accordance with Section 1.1206{a) (1) of the Commission's
Rules and RegUlations, there is provided herewith, in duplicate,
a photocopy of an §X parte communication transmitted this day to
Dr. Thomas M. Stanley, Chief Engineer, Office of Engineering and
Technology concerning the above-captioned docket proceeding.
This communication was made on behalf of the American Petroleum
Institute (flAPI") concerning the above-referenced Commission
Notice and Comment rule making proceeding.

API's position in this proceeding is fUlly discussed in the
attached correspondence. Please place a copy of this letter and
the attached correspondence in the Commission's pUblic files for
the proceeding referenced above.

uly yours, ~.

~~

h ·· '11C rJ.stJ.ne M. GJ.
Attorney for the
American Petroleum Institute

Enclosure

cc: Bruce Franca
will McGibbon
William Torak
David Siddall
H. Franklin Wright
Rodney Small
Fred Thomas
Paul Marrangoni
Thomas Mooring
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(JFJCEOFTHE~E NOTICE

Re: ET Docket No. 92-9
Microwave Rechanne1ization Proposal

Dear Dr. Stanley:

On behalf of the American Petroleum Institute (IIAPI") the
following post-reply §X parte comments are submitted concerning
proposals contained iq the Commission's Further Notice of
Proposed Rule Making.!.1 (IIFNPRM") in the above-captioned
proceeding.

The Commission's FNPBM proposes to rechanne1ize much of the
microwave spectrum above 3 GHz to more easily accommodate Private
Operational-Fixed Service ("POFS") licensees who face loss of
their 2 GHz microwave assignments to emerging technology
licensees. API has participated in this proceeding since its
inception, and while API has not urged the Commission to adopt
any specific rechanne1ization proposal, API has asked the
Commission to adopt rules that will ensure that both narrow and
wideband POFS licensees enjoy adequate replacement spectrum, and
which will also promote competition among microwave equipment
manufacturers and vendors.

Based on recent discussions with other POFS user groups as
well as a review of correspondence from the utilities
Telecommunications Council (tlUTC") to your office dated May 19,
1993, API is concerned that the Commission may adopt a
"compromise rechanne1ization" plan whereby an earlier prop~sed

~/ 7 FCC Rcd 6100 (1992).



-

Dr. Thomas P. stanley
May 27, 1993
Page 2

KELLER AND HECKMAN

channeling plan of Alcatel for one or more of the higher range
spectrum bands would simultaneously be adopted with a
rechannelization arrangement devised by the Telecommunications
Industry Association {"TIA"} for the remaining bands.

API is adamantly opposed to this proposal and agrees with
UTC that adoption of such a "mixed rechannelization" scheme would
likely result in each manufacturer developing equipment that
complies with only one band plan, thereby stifling competition
for equipment sales in all rechannelized microwave bands. API
also agrees with UTC that, should the Commission adopt a
consistent channeling plan for all bands, it is more likely that
mUltiple suppliers will produce equipment acceptable for
operations in all the rechannelized bands. Moreover, a single
channeling plan will not only expand user equipment choices but
will also reduce the costs of relocation from the 2 GHz band, and
thereby benefit emerging technology licensees. Accordingly, API
respectfully urges the Commission to adopt a consistent
channeling plan for all bands for which rechanneling is proposed.

Respectfully sUbmitted,

THE AMERICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE

By:a~k~
Wayne V. Black
Christine M. Gill
Rick D. Rhodes
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